
Getting the most 
from Census 
Records



Census records in Ireland

1813

First census attempted in 1813. This was 
abandoned after 3 years due to lack of 
completion. Some few fragments survive.

1821, 1831, 1841, 1851

Census in 1821 and every 10 years for the 
19th century. Some fragments survive.

1861, 1871, 1881 or 1891

No fragments from 1861, 1871, 1881 or 
1891 as these were deliberately destroyed.

1901 and 1911

The records are intact and are a very 
important resource. All census records are 
available on the National Archives website. 
There are a few additional fragments e.g. 
Kilworth.



Considerations

• Records from 1821 can be unreliable
• Not taken on a specific night – people could be 

recorded twice.

• Townland boundaries undefined

• Language

• 1841 was the first census taken on a specific 
night.

• 1851 fragments for Kilworth - transcription

• Early records valuable from a family history 
perspective.

• Census summaries from 1831: 
www.histpop.org



Homepage: http://census.nationalarchives.ie/



• Census records were recorded by District Electoral Division (DED)

• You can ‘search’ the records, but you need to get spelling exactly 
right and you also need to know the relevant DED. 

• You can use a ‘wildcard’ (*), but the spelling needs to be nearly 
right. For example, my home townlands won’t be found using a 
‘wildcard’. Kilarrive is Kilarrin and Strawhall is St. Raw Hall. 
Therefore, ‘browse’ is also needed.

• Either way, the DED is needed. This can be found at 
www.townlands.ie. 



www.townlands.ie





Search census















• Browse census











www.histpop.org









Additional 
value from 
census 
records

• The most extensive fragments are from 
1821.

• Comparison between 1821 and 1901/1911 
– if you are lucky.
• Family structure

• Marriage age

• Family size

• Family continuity

• Adult children at home



Summary

• Great value to be obtained from looking at all the available records

• Social information

• If possible, comparative analysis with fragments
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