


Using the VRTI to access Irish census records
1. Browsing the hierarchy
Note: This is the best method for examining census extracts, as all extracts in the VRTI are available via browse.
1) Go to virtualtreasury.ie (VRTI homepage).
2) Select the ‘Browse the Treasury’ button (top of page).
3) Scroll down to Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland repository or select ‘V’ from the letters list.
4) Click Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland repository.
5) Open the VRTI CEN area (click the arrow button to the left of the VRTI CEN area.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  It is important that you click the arrow to open the area. Do not simply click on VRTI CEN as this will make navigating the hierarchy more complicated for you.] 

6) Click the arrow button to the left of the census that you wish to examine – 1766, 1813, 1821 and so on.
7) Click the arrow button to the left of the province that you wish to examine.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  1766 census returns are organised by diocese. All other censuses (1813-1891) are organised by county.] 

8) Click the arrow button to the left of the county that you wish to examine.
9) Click the arrow button to the left of the barony that you wish to examine.
10) Click the arrow button to the left of the parish that you wish to examine.
11) Select the townland that you wish to examine.
You can now view the census extracts for the townland. The Scope & Content area provides information about the census extracts, including details for the source(s) which contain the extracts. Scroll down to view the Digital Content (the extracts). Census information is presented in a tabular layout which is as close as possible to the layout of the details on the original page or census form (even if the original source no longer exists). 
2. Using the Population Portal.
Note: There may be a delay between census records being introduced to the VRTI, and these extracts becoming available via the Population Portal. Thus, it is possible that census extracts are available in the VRTI, but are not yet available via the Portal. All census extracts in the VRTI are available via Browse (above).
1. Go to virtualtreasury.ie (VRTI homepage).
2. Select the ‘Portals’ button (you may have to scroll down if using a small screen).
3. Click on ‘Population Portal’.
4. Click the ‘Explore’ button.
5. Enter a townland name or personal name in the search box and click Search.
6. Select the relevant entry.
3. Using the Census Map.
Note: The map is work in progress. At the moment it only displays 1821 census records. Extracts from other censuses will be introduced over time. Also, not all 1821 census extracts are available via the map.
1. Go to virtualtreasury.ie (VRTI homepage).
2. Select the ‘Portals’ button (you may have to scroll down if using a small screen).
3. Click on ‘Population Portal’.
4. Click the ‘Explore’ button.
5. Scroll down and select the ‘Explore Places’ button on the Knowledge Graph bar (green colour).
6. Scroll down to view the map. Note that it can take a few seconds for the map to be populated with information.
7. Place your mouse cursor on the location that you are interested in and zoom in. As you zoom in, townlands will be displayed. Keep zooming in until you see pins appearing on the townlands. Hover over a pin to see the townland name. When you identify your townland, click the pin. Select the option displayed. At the moment, only 1821 Census is shown. When the map has been updated to show all census content you may see 1831, 1841, 1851 (and so on) options.
4. Accessing census reports
Note: This is the best method for examining census extracts, as all extracts in the VRTI are available via browse.
1) Go to virtualtreasury.ie (VRTI homepage).
2) Select the ‘Browse the Treasury’ button (top of page).
3) Scroll down to Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland repository or select ‘V’ from the letters list.
4) Click Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland repository.
5) Open the VRTI CEN area (click the arrow button to the left of the VRTI CEN area.
Note: The ‘Census Reports’ area is at the bottom of the list, underneath the 1891 census area.
6) Click the arrow button to the left of the CEN/Report to open the reports area.
7) Click the arrow button to the left of the census reports (year) that you wish to examine.
8) Click the arrow button to the left of the specific report that you wish to examine.
9) You can keep clicking arrow buttons to access specific topics within the report.
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